The 1937 Ride: 


Jean Hembroff MacDonald and Promoting the Canadian Rockies 

Jean Alexandra (or Alexandria, a lifelong debate) Hembroff was bom on April 5, 
1908 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. In 1927, Jean graduated with a Diploma in 
Dramatic Art from the MacPhail School of Music and Dramatic Art at the 
University of Minnesota. After returning to Winnipeg, Jean established a studio 
to teach public speaking and communication skills, deliver dramatic recitals with 
her students, and work with children with speech or hearing impairments - thus 
beginning a life-long career as a teacher and professional public speaker. 

In the mid-1980s, Jean was hired by the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) 
promotions manager to give presentations and broadcast interviews across 
Canada and the United States. In 1937, Jean joined the Trail Riders of the 
Canadian Rockies, and later joined the Sky Line Hikers of the Canadian Rockies. 
Jean participated in their summer trail rides and used her experiences as 
material for articles and talks she delivered while working for the CPR. For the 
1937 issue of the Trail Rider’s Bulletin, Jean wrote an article about her 
experience, becoming the first woman to do so. This became material for a well- 
received lecture, titled ‘Trail Riding in the Rockies,” that Jean delivered many 
times, including at the Royal Alexandra Hotel on January 18, 1938 (where she 
met her future husband, Jack MacDonald). 

To accompany her promotional lectures, photographic lantern slides were sent 
to Jean by the CPR. As lantern slides were used as a form of storytelling and 
were often accompanied by a script or other textual material, Jean developed 
talking notes (and poems!), based on her experiences participating in the trail 
rides, that coincided w T ith the imagery. Jean’s work exemplifies an interesting 
use for lantern slides, i.e. for tourism, and is an early example of the promotional 
strategies employed by the CPR to enhance and promote tourism in Banff and 
the Canadian Rockies. 
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File 8301 


Miss Jean Kembroff, 
41 Nob1e Avenne, 
Winnipeg, Man* 


Dear Miss Kembroff: 


We have 
bulletin about 
point of view* 
care to tackle 
but we do pay 


never had an article in our 
the Trail Ride from a woman's 
I wonuer whether you would 
it? We don't pay much, 

something for manuscripts, and 


I should like one of about one thousand words 
for which our usual remuneration would be 
$15.00* That might help to pay for the new 
soles on your boots* 


Yours very truly, 

Secre tary-Treasure r 

JMG 'P 


1936 - 7 , 







The 1937 Ride 




uhl we started off in great glee 
The Sun was in the sxy 
But Before the day was over 
The puddles were up - so highl 

v*e splashed, we slipped, we stumbled 
We all went on pell-mell 
.and everybody spoke one phrase 
.iuad that was, "What the helll" 

jit last we reached that thar Mountain 
She stood there gleaming white 
«*e took one look, and then 
Got zipped up for the night. 

Se only had our grub bowls 
Rilled up half the way 
The snow, it filled the other half 
Geei I'll bet that Hide did pay! 

Some of the Teppes looked so sad 
There dwellers sat and sighed 
But in Tepee ho 17 
Things were open wide. 

One of the saddest things 

That happened at that Camp 

was when Jean had her pyjamas stolen, 

By some Trail Ride trampl 

Well, the last, aay came a' snowing on 
We started off again 
nnd when the snow at last did stop 
we bowed and said "amenl" 

when Sunshine Camp was reached 
Old Croppy 0 pricked her ears 
^nd said, "If you'll let me sit 
i'll sit for a hundred years'." 

Wext morning dawned so sunny 
Hie ones with lots of pep 
went off to see .uake Bgypt 
while the old folks, et and set. 


We had a durn good outing 

'The weather she was wet 

But lets just think of all the laughs, 

■rtzid the troubles, we'll forget. 


In the Row-.Vow tent we said adieu 
Our paths they did divide 
But we'll all be together 
On next years new Trail Ride. 



we'll all keep on a' riding 
As long as life shall last 
xuid then into the H2W Corail 
We'll all go streaking fast. 


and way up in Trail Ride Heaven 
when all of us are there 
We'. 11 sit with It&Rps and halos 
And ride them Golden Stairs. 
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'/ Hobby HoEs e--desire Ranch--Seebe--Cowboy--golf clubs 

Choosing horse--Toff ee, Croppy ^ 

' Ranch had seen Royalty--now saw greenest Dude- 
after the ranch I joined the Trail Riders -- That was my first--have 
b=:en on three since then. 
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ist Taril Ride held in 1924--Grganizer J.M. Gibbon reitred last year 
from the Publicity Dept of C.P.R.--but not from the Ride --he was there 
this year. 




In past years only one ride was held per year—50to 60 riders 

This year two rides, badh haring 60 ri ders --fire days each--same Camp. 


Ry bus from Banff t.n Lake Louise- -near station in corrall horses. 

Tags with numbers in our hands-corresponding ones on horses tails 

My horse this year unfortunately had g^ rs l 

Coffe and sandwiche s--tied our stormy weather apparrel to saddle, drinkig 
cups to belts and started off. 

Few hundred yards followed paved highway--crossed trian tracks and then 
with the Chateau and ^ake mouTs to our backs our cavalcade, began winding 
up hill like a colored caterpillar-- Shakespeare would have called us 

a motley crowd-Gypsy in everyone coming out and only two weeks in 

which to do it-convention to winds. Plaid shirts that would have 

down the Highlands of Scotland proud, colored kerchiefs, ten gallon hats, 
suede jackets decorated like evening dresses with bright bead work-- 
niding trousers, ski pants, riding skirts and the typical western costume 
of blue denim Jeans tucked into pull on high heeled Cowboy boots. 

One man had a beekeepers net over his hat--one lady an umbrella. 


Up hill we kept climbing-~past Tgmpi p Oha-iet—where a few years ago I 
arrived by foot and called it Heaver. Mt.Temple chalet is well know to 
skiers as their home in the winter. Stopped for lunch --Tubs of sandwiches 
tubs of oranges and a cauldron of coffee. 4 II carried by one pack horse 
that had stayed with us. “ 

Camel called the ship 0 f the des art - - -kt Poj iy the aountp-i n mixprass 
The pack tra in.-a£--fi-nme 3.6 bnrasq had gone on%head--horses in groups of 
four tied tail to neck in charge of one wrangler--bells on horses necks. 
They had catried all our hed rolls, dunnage bags, the little black stove 
that performed such wonders--cooking utensils and enough food for 60 
dudes and 25 cowboys, dnd giudes. Th e packing of a pack horse i s a story 
in itself. viooden cradle some call i£I--l , d call it a corset>-on this 
is placed 150 lbs --Diamond hitch--ingenious method of kne£e twists and 
loops. To see a pack train climbing up a Mt. side a picture--calls of 
wranglers to horses and the bells jingling. 

One pony in our pack train known as Hgg pony--60 doz eggs-chooses steps. 


Mfter lu n ch wa n nr first da y-- found . horses and s e t_ off--up and up 
through walls of granite rising on other sicle "o"f u*s--over rocks, streams-- 
up and up, a ri_der ahead of me had been craning his head from side to 
side looking jip—(lee, he said we're certainly on the upward trend--and 
looks like there’s still lots of scope for going higher. The highest I 
have ever been he said is Mt ROyal 500 ft---You'd better get used to 

altitude-our camp is 7ooo ft above sea level. 

As we neared Camp- -ledge, cowboy . Ranger-welcome. 

T epe es---Co ok Ten t. 

Tepees allowed -five days home . B ough s-b ed roil s--f irewoo d-Stony Indians 
made our tepees like theirs-f’ire in centre-flap that could open and close 
at top. On outside tepees were decotated with painted symbols and animals 
Sleeping JJaes — one experience I wouldn' t want to miss, after ist 
night sleeping in the mountains one learns to dress for bed. socks, sweats 

on top go the pyjamas. Crawl in 7 ,',, 7 *T7 / 

ln zip-go 3 leep-- j 3 .ngle of bells-night herdig 
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"Hq e about aoifiire Dudes? " breath.-Chorus-Cowboy- fire blazing. 

take _o 11 _iirst two layers* of clothing and dressed for day. 

Travelling on Ride cannot be referred to--as living in a suitcase. 

Burrowing in a dunnage bag--night pillow. 

>*ash_cJLoth. and_ FLfl .a p £ a ujida .. t a—sir-eam. Icy cold water splashed-awake. 

Michael Smith--little lad of 5 belonging to Soapy Smith the cook and his 
wife jiva. belt tied round waist-ducked against the current. 

Come and get itl StamppdP -P nr tables-cook tent-- 

cafeteria system--cauldrons. Bnamel dishes slightly chipped, no saucers 
canned milk--but good food. Porridge, bacon eggs, flapjacks--oairs. 

Lunch in tubs waiting. —■ ' — — 

Lour later Riders coming up from the Corral! and off again for the day 
Perhaps to Skoki---I)eception Pass, Hidden Lake--Rock, snow, grass, gorse 
heather--etc. One ride we climbed lQOOft and looked down on Camp--snuffers 

Back in late afternoon—roast beef, trimmings*—pies. 

^fter that evening neal-- lolJLing in tenees— visiting from one to another,. 
0H-e8ld-High^e--mee%-hes4eBB-gs«ei-y9u-wi4. Lntry into tepees made 

- After one day you knew everyone by name, not be face but by 
shoes, sock, hat or back profile. * 

The eecmle--Writfi7'tt-cushio'n < ^ v0 '^ 

~rtists--Carl Rungius--76---riding f ishing ^ M ‘w-, ,x . . . - > 

Photographers-- Millianaires— v -- - -y 

Professors--BoctorsT-Ag.es- BO down to 5. Democracy 

A fL — flvUCU*-r • ■ . 

io^t-^-Pixg-^-lQgs--s ing-song --s torie s--Chief Jacob Too Young Man. 
a Danci ng-- Coca --Sl eeping: bag_ . 

-pays that followed took us up and down—fording streams- -boots . 

Ledge s--eternity. LrI n-.nr_-p rayers -- vijl^tc^Yeuse_. ' 

Bo rn and b red in mountains he is hpcS ^^ajadsure fLopt^gL-supreme regard fa? 
his own neck. Can travel over a thousand foor precipice with a nonchalaK 
tnc-t demands respect. Cl imh like goat- slide like toboggan. At times 
you would need to slide---Valley of Rocks-M Gg Pass — 

Lot only one ( who at times w onder ed- Lrling St.rnm 1 faparR ago first. 

ski trip into Mt.^ssinaboine the Matterhorn of Rockies. He and an Italian 
nobleman-cook. Teeth 

tea* <nrnngIwe »-J ew Indians—Ifelson Rabbit, Johnny Bearspaw. 
Stones oi Dudes would fill a book. Questions. Tanned faces--figures. 
Horses, Jits; people--philopshy. 

lh _i r d _ n i g nt c o I d - -mo rn ing July 28--snow—teeth chattering- -paying for it. 
buffering moments--most bragged about. 

fets--mooda- -no mood held for long--sun out--hats on to protect from sun. 
Heather, gorse, flowers—Indian paint brush, marmots. Mt. Sheep, Deer 
M S ST l QiQfl --only one in group who had been through Rockies--They had 
ot.Bernard dogs with bottles round their necks---! must admit we lacked 

bllG QQgS * 

yg - flafWjR sad —ashes of your teppee fire. Riding away, looking 

wiiv, nv Uld<3 +* iiae tfl. ihink--Tirae to In ok high . Soul been in cormnunion 

with lames, trees, streams, Mt. Tops and silence-God very close 

Brought back to the world of work and bustle by the sound of my horses 
shoes upon the pavement. I had ridden, I had lau ghed , I had sang. I had 
toked, I had made maw XrDeiids--one of them an^ldcayeuse. ^ 
LnS d -»- in ^* h ° rS L 1:>e ^ 0nd the oth ers--kissed him on ihe cheek and walked 

L a ?J°J° ln the 3>udes -- ti g hteni ng as I went—the cord round my dunnage 
□ag oi memories* 

There'll be other trail rides-and 

"Come back I may--but go I must --and if men ask you why 
iou may put the blame on the m ounta ins, the blue lakes and the skyi 
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Trail R1d6.1a.IK 
Earned Ovation 


Jean HembrofF, Conductor’s 
Daughter, Thrilled Large 
Winnipeg Audience 


Art q ii/Ii anna that 

l the 
f the 
idra 
, lis- 
i en- 
illus- 
Miss 



Hembrott on 


Trail Riding in the 
fAHi J, Hembraff Rockies and gave her 
an ovation at its close. 
Miss HembrofT took her audience 
over the Official Trail Ride of last 
summer to Mount Assiniboine and 
gave a vivid description of the 
scenery, the thrills and experiences 
en c ou n t ered on th at memora b le 
ride. Many color photographs of 
special points along the route were 
thrown on the screen as well as 
pictures of the Sky Line Hikers, 
Artists supporting Miss HembrcfT 
were. Will Rooke, who sang trail 
songs and numbers from ^North¬ 
land Songs” by John Murray Gib¬ 
bon; The Harmony Singers, chil¬ 
dren of H. J. Colpits, Canadian Paci¬ 
fic engineer at Winnipeg, dressed in 
cowboy costume, who sang Trail- 
Rider songs; and Reggie Gibson, 
four-year-old cowboy in full trail 
rider costume, who sang range songs 
that brought storms of applause. 
Judging from the interest and en¬ 
thusiasm of the audience of four 
hundred the Canadian Pacific Rock¬ 
ies will be full of trail riders and 
hikers from Winnipeg next Sum¬ 
mer. 

i This is the hrst time a large Win¬ 
nipeg audience has been made ac- 
uainted with the opportunities for 
an unusual holiday that are pre¬ 
sented by the trails that wind 
through the mountains and over 
the passes through scenery that 
must be seen to be realized. The 
public is eager for information 
about trail riding in the mountains, 
and It is hoped Miss HembrofT will 
repeat her lecture to other audi¬ 
ences. Miss HembrofT is the daugh¬ 
ter of a Canadian Pacific conductor. 














